
A person who
buys articles
at a charity
bazaar, rum-
mage sale, or
thrift shop is
not entitled to
a charitable

contribution deduction for any part of
the purchase price. This is because
the person has received full value for

the amount paid. The transaction is a
purchase, not a charitable gift. This is
the rule even if your organization paid
nothing for the goods, even if your
sale is run entirely by volunteers, and
even if all the proceeds are used to
support your mission.

Since no part of the purchase
price is deductible, you don’t need to
give buyers any receipts or acknowl-
edgments. If you do give a receipt,

whether for accounting reasons or
because a buyer asks for one, the
receipt
• should not call the buyer a contrib-

utor or donor, or the buyer’s pay-
ment a donation or contribution

• should include a description of
what the payment was for, such as
“one used ironing board” or “cloth-
ing purchased at rummage sale.”

This will avoid any suggestion
that a charitable contribution was
made. ■
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Our nonprofit organization is planning to hold a
bazaar. All goods will be donated, and the sale
will be run by volunteers. All the profit from the
bazaar will go toward our organization’s mis-
sion. Can we tell people that all or part of the
money they spend at the bazaar is a charitable
deduction? Do we need to give people receipts
to that effect? If so, what should the receipt say?

Are Bazaar Payments Tax-Deductible?
What’s the charitable-deduction rule for rummage sales, bazaars, and thrift shops?

ASK the experts
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“As near as I can figure, 
after they cashed his contribution

check, he found out they are 
no longer tax-deductible…
that’s when he snapped!”


